Fatty acid acylation of lens fiber plasma membrane proteins. MP26 and alpha-crystallin are palmitoylated.
We describe in this report the fatty acylation of some of the main polypeptides from the eye lens fibers. MP26, the major lens fiber plasma membrane protein, and probably MP22, its natural degradation product, are palmitoylated in a post-translational process. This is also the case for alpha-crystallin, a major cytoplasmic structural protein shown to interact directly with the plasma membrane. Furthermore, a 65 kDa non-identified polypeptide and a high molecular weight component are also modified in the same way.